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as possible, and used all his keenness of wit and vision to
detect sympathisers with the Land League, and make them
" stand by." At last a jury to his satisfaction had been
empanelled. It was said to have been one of Peter's best
efforts. An amusing incident occurred between the witness
Rose Reilly, who, now giving evidence for the fourth time,
positively refused to say a word in answer to Peter : she
was too ill, she said.
" Come, now," said Peter, in his most ingratiating man-
ner, " had ye not a beefsteak for your breakfast ? Come, now,
Rose, answer the question."
" Not a word," persisted Rose Reilly.
She then proceeded to leave the table, and when half-way
down she again refused to answer O'Brien. Finally she
created much amusement by sitting down on the steps, and
covering her head with her cloak.
" Tell her," said the Judge sternly, " I will have to send
her to gaol if she does not answer."
" I don't care where you send me," said the witness,
sobbing. " I will go anywhere sooner than talk to that man."
" The serjeant is not a ladies' man," drily observed one
of the counsel.
" He is too great a bully for that," Rose answered. Finally
the obstinate lady was allowed to retire, and the Crown had
to do without her. In the end the jury, after considering the
case for two hours, found all the prisoners guilty, but
recommended them to mercy, especially the prisoner John
Magrath. At this stage a woman in the gallery began to cry,
" Oh, John ! Oh, John ! " The Judge gave all the prisoners
seven years9 penal servitude except John Magrath, who
was sentenced to one year's imprisonment. The prisoners
then saluted their friends in the gallery, where weeping and
lamentation were set up. " We will come out as innocent
as we went in. We have been found guilty by a packed jury,"
said one of the prisoners. Thus, two years and two months
after the tragedy of Barbavilla, the conspirators, many of
whom had no doubt entered the conspiracy against their
will, paid the penalty of the best years of their lives, but not
their lives themselves, for this terrible murder.